


















































insights • Cataloging 

M 
ICROORGANISMS 

in the sea hold 
important keys to 

under s tanding how marine 
ecosystems work and inter­

act with the atmosphere. 
However, scientists are only 
beginning to catalog the 
ba cte r ia, protozoans and 
other plankton in the ocean. 

A team of res earchers, 
includin g University of 
Maine microbiologist Gary 
King, has taken an impo r­

tant step by sequencing the 
gen ome of a bacterioplank­
ton known as Silicibacter 
pomeroyi. The organism is a 
member of the marine 
Roseobacter clade, a grou p 
of microorganisms that 
compri ses up to 20 percent 
of bacterioplankton in 

---~- --·-- -----

Bacteria, protozoans and 
other plankton in the 

ocean can help scientists 
better understand how 

ecosystems work. 

Microbes 
coastal and op en- ocea n 
mi xe d wate rs. Th e genes 
sequenced provide clues to 

the function and ecology of 
the organism. 

Silicibacter pom eroyi 
uses inorganic compounds , 
including carbon monoxide 
and sulphide, and consumes 
products of marine algae. In 
taking up carbon monoxide , 
m icroorganisms remove 
carbon from water and, indi­
rectly, from the atmosphere. 

King , th e Clar e S. 
Dar ling Distinguish ed 
Professor of Oceano graphy 
at UMaine's Darling Marine 
Center, focuses on microbial 
processes and their influence 
on atmospheric trace gases. 

Finding the Philharmonic 
PIANIST PHILLIP SILVER has begun research that he hopes will one day reveal the yet untold 
story behind the founding of the Israel Philharn10nic Orchestra . 

Considered one of the best major symphony orchestras in the world, the 69-year-old Israel 
Philharmonic has an extraordinary history, according to Silver, a University of Maine associate 
professor of music who researches and performs music of the Holocaust era. 

But while many popular international musicians and conductors have been associated with the 
orchestra, including Michael Taube, George Singer, Mark Lavri, Pt1ul Ben-Haim and Leonard Bern­
stein, the founding members of the orchestra are not so well known. In addition, personal data on 
original members has been hard to find. Silver's research is one of the first comprehensive studies 
in English on the orchestra's formation. 

'This is a very complex story, one which goes beyond purely academic interests because of the 
incredible personal sto1ies of the musicians and the traumatic circumstances of their lives," he says. 

Founded in 1936 in Tel Aviv by Polish-born Jewish violinist Bronislaw Hub erman , the orches­
tra was designed to draw some of the best Jewish musicians away from the Nazi threat and 
impending Holocaust in Europe. According to Silver, it worked. 

Huberman invited 75 musicians to join the orchestra in an unde­
veloped British-ruled territory that would become Israel in 
1948. Initially it was named the Palestine Orchestra; 
the inaugural concert, Dec. 26, 1936 was 
condu cted by Arturo Toscanini. Languages 
spoken by its members included 
German , Polish, Russian, 

Hungarian and 
Hebrew. 

Many of the musicians were refugees 
and former members of the Cultural 
Association of German Jews, formed in 
1933 after the Third Reich banned 
Jewish performers and artists from 
public employment. Silver wants to find 
stories about the original membership. 



CAMPUS AS ARBORETUM: Last 
year, the Fay Hyland Arboretum 
on campus observed its 70th 
anniversary. The wooded 10 acres 
along the Stillwater River harbors 
plants from Maine and through­
out the world, many cultivated by 
the arboretum's founder, 
renowned botanist Fay Hyland, to 
serve as a living learning tool for 
students and the public. Today, 
the Hyland Arboretum is part of 
an even larger living laboratory. 
This one is campuswide . With the 
help of the Campus Arboretum 
and Beautification Committee, 
UMaine's 600-acre campus is now 
managed as an arboretum for its 
educational and aesthetic value. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MAINE 

Center for Spon and Coaching is lead­

ing an effort to provid e a philosophi­

cal guid e for Main e inLerscholastic 

athletics, linking sporL, to the overall 

schools' missions and communit y values, while 

supporting quality coaching education. One of its tools is 

Sports Done Right: A Call to Action on Behalf of Maines 

Stude11t-ALl1leles. 

In Spol'ls Done RighL, student -ath letes call for more 
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"In Maine we have clearly seen that sports are 

important to developing the minds and bodies of our 

young people, but we also know we've strayed off 

course in connecting sports to the broader mission of 

schools in supp.Orting learning and citizenship." 
J. Duke Albanese '77, co-chair of the 
Sports Done Right statewide panel 

fun in athletics, win ning kept in persp ective, and consis,--______________________ _ 

tent and fair treatm ent of ath letes of _ 

all abilities. They also identi fy pra c­

tices detrim ental to ht;althy sports 

experien ces, such as negative 

comm ems and behavior by parent s 

and fans, win-at-a ll-costs attitud es 

and coaches favotin g the best players. 

"Hearin g the stud ents' take OJ) the 

probl em s onl y s tr en g th en ed our 

commitm ent to promot e this recalibra­

tion and po s iti ve chang e in int er­

sc h olas tic sport s," says Dean Robert 

Cobb of the College of Edu cation and 

Human Developm ent, wh o co-chaired 

th e stalewid e panel th at produ ced th e 

repo rt. 

Now a Main e Cent er for Sport and 

Coac hin g End ow m ent Fu nd ha s been 

establish ed in th e Univer s ity of Main e 

Foundation wit h gifts from individu als 

and bu sinesses dedicated to implementing 

Sports Done Ri?,ht. The fund will supp ort 

th e cen ter, which is a n ation al leader in 

exa min ing and definin g h ea lth y int er ­

sch olastic sport s, and pr esenti ng reco m­

m eudati on s to shap e th e b es t p oss ibl e 

environment for stud ent -at hletes. Gifts to 

Lhe fund will help promot e Lhe prin cip les 

identif ied in Sporls Done Right. 




