




























































last impression 

ON THE THIRD FLOOR of the Bryand Global Sciences Building 
at the University of Maine is one of the largest Antarctica 
rocks in North America. The 300 million-year-old, nearly 
1,000-pound granite boulder has been sculpted by the 
Antarctic winds to produce smooth edges and deep hollows. 
It is art that climate has made. 

In 1989, the boulder was removed from Antarctica under the 
supervision of UMaine Professor of Glacial and Quaternary 
Studies Harold Borns. At the time, Borns also served as 
program manager for polar glaciology at the National Science 
Foundation, which had been asked by the family of Rear 
Adm. Richard Byrd to select a "typical" rock from Antarctica 
that could be placed at the Arlington National Cemetery 
grave site of the legendary naval aviator and polar explorer. 
When plans changed, the rock was loaned by the Byrd family 
to UMaine, home of the internationally recognized Climate 
Change Institute. 

In 1960, Borns was the first of many UMaine faculty 
members to participate in the U.S. Antarctic Research 
Program. Today, more than 40 UMaine researchers are 
involved in scientific investigations at the South Pole and 
around the world. Their focus is the Quaternary Period, a time 
of numerous glacial/interglacial cycles and abrupt changes in 
climate, from the present to nearly 2 million years ago. 

UMaine is the home of the U.S. International Transantarctic 
Scientific Expedition, led by Paul Mayewski; director of the 
Climate Change Institute. 

Byrd (1888-1957) led five Antarctic research expeditions 
between 1928-56. He played a major role in promoting 
research in and peaceful use of the southern continent. Byrd 
rose to international hero status when he undertook a flight 
to the North Pole in 1926, for which he and his pilot were 
awarded Medals of Honor. Three years later, the explorer was 
the first to fly over the South Pole. 
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A focus on ethics 
UNIVERSITY OF MAINE SE !OR Anne Mathieson won 

Lhe 2006 John M. Rezendes Annu al Ethics Essay 

Competition wilh an extensive pap er on ethics in th e 

public domain . 

Mathieson compl eted her UMaine coursework in 

Jun e and plans to co ntinue her studies at Northern 

Arizona l!_niversi ty. 

In her essay, the philosophy major from Montville, 

Maine , examined a topic that is both intriguing and 

imponanl to her: the classification of humans according 

Lo perceived differenc es and Lhe resulting aversion to what 

is considered "other." In our cultur e, such prejudi ce is 

expre ssed in sexism , racism, homophobia and 

other forms of dis crimination. 

The Rezen des Award was establi shed 

by Dennis Rezend es, Class of '5 7, in 

honor of the stron g ethical values and 

beliefs of bis father, for whom the award is 

nam ed. Th e essay comp etition , which 

awards a $2,5 00 prize and an engraved 

commemorativ e sculpture, is made possible by 

the John M. Rezendes Ethics Fund in the 

University of Maine Foundation. 

Through th e annu al award and a 

lec lUre series , the fund provides learn ing 

and teaching opportunities focuse d on 

ethi cal values. The goa l is to h elp stude nt s 

in all academic disciplines make ethi cal 

choi ces in their lives and careers. 


